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Music for SDGs Project with Social-Japan & ACTION NOW
What we do:
Under the slogan of No one will be left behind!
aiming to provide opportunities for general public
to deepen understanding of SDGs in an easier and
enjoyable way through music events integrating
entertainment and education

The Secretariat
established with
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What is Music for SDGs Project?
What are SDGs?
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were adopted by
the United Nations (UN) aiming to achieve 17 goals by
2030 for a sustainable, equitable, and inclusive society
with no one left behind as a keyword.
All UN member countries are asked to work together
through public (government) and private (corporations
and citizens) partnership to achieve this goal. It is a
common global language for sustainable society.

How music can help promote SDGs?
While a number of papers and meetings provide high-quality education for those who
are already informed and motivated on SDGs, most general public are still not aware
of SDGs or interested in the subjects. We aim to provide opportunities for general
public to learn about SDGs in an easier and enjoyable way through musical and music
concerts integrating entertainment and education.

What makes Music for SDGs Project unique?
The project director is a global policy advisor who chairs a working group
to promote sustainable development in the Asia-Pacific and collaborates
with the UN on SDGs. The project will be reported to the APEC and
the UN. Some events may take place at UN Head Quarters.
Our initiative is also well received by the Japanese Government
committed to SDGs and aims to support G20 2019 Japan, TICAD,
Tokyo Olympics & Paralympics 2020, as well as Osaka Expo 2025.
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Who would make our dreams come true?
Project Team and Social-Japan
The project is planned and administered by the Project Team, which consist of experts with various
background (i.e. SDGs, entertainment, culture, PR, business, international and government
relations) in collaboration with Social-Japan, an incorporated association for a purpose of
supporting social action programs.

GloCha, our global partner #ActionNow
GloCha is a multi-stakeholder partnership, formed as 50 (c)(3), for individuals, institutions and UN
agencies to collaborate together to act on global challenges. GloCha creates opportunities for youth,
social entrepreneurs and local communities to collaborate for a safe climate and just society. GloCha
initiates events, and convenes conferences in support of the SDGs leveraging collaborations and
technologies like apps and block chain to improve outcomes. Its three pillars are culture, technology,
and organizational innovation. GloCha cultivates improved solutions to global challenges as a UN
accredited NGO partner (ECOSOC and UNFCCC) with sister organization, IAAI (International
Association for the Advancement of Innovative Approaches to Global Challenges).

Supporting artists and possible collaborators
Over 50 supporting artists in different areas (i.e. singers, actors, dancers, musicians, magicians),
engaged or interested in SDGs-related activities, intend to join us. We plan to team up with Tokyo
Girls Collection (TGC), one of the biggest fashion showcases in Japan. TGC has recently established a
partnership with the UN to support SDGs, and considers our project an opportunity to promote
emerging artists with world-class talent through its platform. Also, we aim to collaborate with JKT48,
an Indonesian idol group, for our future project in Asia.

Sponsors for Music for SDGs Project
We are looking for philanthropic celebrities as Ambassadors who can endorse our goals, deliver key
messages to the global community. We are also seeking corporate and individual sponsors who support
SDGs and share our objectives (i.e. women entrepreneurs, sustainable foundations, ESG Investors). As
part of our project, we explore virtual music shows through digital technology. High-tech companies
willing to participate in this pilot program would be also welcome.
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A planned side event of UN Climate Action/SDGs Summit 2019
#ActionNow SDGs Celebration 2019 - Music for SDGs
October 6, 2019, New York
This event aims to enhance a public awareness on selected SDG topics (in line with the priorities set by UN)
through a talk and music performance. The audience will enjoy an evening of Jazz Anime and be part of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations.
①Building the society for all children to look forward to tomorrow (SDG1,3,4)
②Promoting diversity and inclusion (SDG10, 17)
③Supporting empowerment of women and world peace (SDG5, 16)
④Protecting environment and preserving beautiful earth (SDG6,7,12-15)
⑤Creating disaster-resilient community (SDG11)

Key speakers are Mack Okubo (global policy advisor/entertainer) and Shiho Matsuoka (TV producer/actor/singer).
We invite talented jazz musicians based in New York (Jazz4SDGs); Mari Morimoto (jazz singer/composer),
Nobuki Takamen (guitar), Rina Yamazaki (piano), Nagi Okamoto (tenor sax), Yasushi Gonjo (base), Takehiro
Shimizu (drums), and cover music all in jazz from anime movies corresponding to each SDG theme. Also invited
are guest artists from Japan; Hiroka Ashiki (singer) and Yuki Shinozuka (jazz singer), a team of Utahime 2020
HIROSHIMA Project, that is planned to be held next year with the premise of Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic 2020.
This event is produced by Mack Okubo (project
director) and Aya Takeuchi (assistant director)
and hosted by Glocha and IAAI as part of #ActionNow
initiative, which is supported by UNESCO and MOST,
and is expected to be funded by tax-deductible
contributions. We intend to report on this event to the
United Nations, as well as Japanese Government.

Participating speakers and artists (October 2019/July 2020)
Mack Okubo (project director/speaker/singer)
Mack is a multilingual and globally well-known policy advisor and business person, as General Manager,
International Affairs, of one of the largest insurers, traveling around the world. Formerly he worked for an
international organization in Switzerland and educated insurance supervisors of over 100 countries. Among
other responsibilities, he is now chairing a working group in APEC to promote sustainable, resilient and
inclusive growth in the Asia Pacific. He is actively promoting SDGs in collaboration with United Nations,
OECD, and APEC. He is also known as multi-talented entertainer. He performs as a singer, dancer and/or
comedian in various entertainment events and supports Japanese artists who have world-class talent and
foreign artists who appreciate Japanese culture.

Aya Takeuchi (assistant director)
Born and raised in Nagoya, Aichi. Aya received a B.A. in Cross-Cultural Studies with a concentration in
Sociolinguistics at Sugiyama Jogakuen University. She is a recent graduate from New York University,
Center for Global Affairs with M.S. in Global Affair, specializing in Global Gender Studies. She is passionate
about gender equality. Her current focuses are on women’s right in the workplace including sexual
harassment, maternity leave and leadership and also reproductive rights as well as sexual violence against
women and girls’ education in developing countries. Aya has interned for Japan Society and Catalyst, and
is currently an intern for an NPO, GloCha.

Shiho Matsuoka (moderator/news producer/actor/singer)
Her name, Shiho (志保), means to keep the passion in Japanese, and she lives up to her name. She is
from Kyoto, Japan (with a huge Kansai spirit) and has been in NY for 7 years.
She is very honored to be part of this show to make more awareness about the SDGs, and help make the
world a better place.
Credits include Stuffy Fluffy (Samantha), To Live in Peace (Wilhelmina), The Little Mermaid (Pirate/Rev
Gumbo) Sister Act (Ensemble/Fantasy Singer) Wifey (woman).
IG@shihomatsuoka
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Participating artists (October 2019/July 2020)
Mari Morimoto (jazz singer/composer)
Born in Osaka. She started learning jazz dance and hip-hop from elementary school at age of 8, when she
was admitted as a special student to Osaka School of Vocal and Dance. Mari graduated from Osaka School
of Music College of Technology high school, where she learned songs, gospel, composition, piano, keyboard,
guitar, drums, bas and dance. She graduated from Koyo College of Music. She performed at various stage
of gospel and jazz, and participated in University Music Therapy Project. She also served as an NMB48
stage music producer and arranger. She appears on TV Show (MNN TV) and Radio Show (WHCR 90.3FM
and WBAI 99.5 FM) programs, and performs with various musicians in jazz clubs and in concerts including
the one at Weill recital hall, Carnegie hall in New York.

Nobuki Takamen (guitarist/composer)
Born in Hiroshima, Japan in 1977. Since his arrival in New York in 2004, Nobuki has been developing
a reputation as ‘’the best jazz guitarist Japan has ever produced’’ as lauded in AllAboutJazz. He has
toured with his group in North America and Europe, performing at many of the best international
jazz festivals and jazz clubs including the Montreal International Jazz Festival, the Rochester
International Jazz Festival, Blue Note NY, Iridium Jazz Club, Blues Alley and Smalls Jazz Club. He has
also toured annually throughout Japan since 2004. With his seven critically acclaimed albums as a
leader, Nobuki’s playing and music have been featured in publications worldwide, including
DownBeat, Vintage Guitar Magazine, Jazz Podium, Jazz’n’more and Jazzwise.

Rina Yamazaki (pianist)
Born and raised in the fertile farmland prefecture of Saitama. Rina discovered her love of jazz music early in
life, which later led her to the United States, after being accepted into the legendary Berklee College of
Music in Boston, Massachusetts. In 2018 summer, Rina won the Second Place and also won the Nu Jazz
Agency’s Chico & Lupe O’Farrill Award for Best Original Composition at the Ellis Marsalis International
Jazz Piano Competition. The music competition covered the genres of Bebop, Jazz Standards, New Orleans
Style, Modern Jazz, Latin Jazz, and Post-Bop as well as the formats of Solo Piano, Piano Trio, Piano Quartet,
and even required the competitor to perform an original composition with their trio. Rina was nominated as
“Jazz Artist of the Year” by the Boston Music Award 2018. She has performed sold-out engagements at
such internationally famous venues as Blues Alley and Jazz at Lincoln Center’s Dizzy’s Club Coca-Cola and
tours regularly both in the U.S. and internationally with her trio.
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Participating artists (October 2019/July 2020)
Nagi Okamoto (tenor sax player)
Nagi started playing the tenor saxophone at 13, and joined Tosa Junior High School Brass Band. After
graduating high school, she attended Koyo Conservatory Kobe. She had been learning jazz and improvisational
music. After graduating the school, she had been supporting many bands as a professional musician to
develop her musical career. In 2010, she entered Berklee College of Music with scholarships. During the
college years, she had been learning with highly acclaimed musicians such as Grammy-award winning
saxophonist Fred Lipsius who is known as a member of Blood, Sweat and Tears, also saxophonist for Simon
and Garfunkel. After graduating from Berklee College of Music in 2012, Nagi started playing gigs around
Boston with world most talented young musicians. Also she made her leader group, which successfully
premiered at their first concert with full of audience. Now she is currently performing in New York City.

Yasushi Gonjo (bassist/composer)
Born in 1985, Japan, Gonjo began to play with many music instruments such as cornet, alto sax, and guitar in his
childhood then started to play acoustic bass when he was 16 years old. At almost same time, Gonjo participated
Barry Harris Jazz Workshop and aspired to Jazz music. As same time as Gonjo studied in Osaka College of Music,
He started to perform as professional and played with greatest musicians, such as Othelo Molineaux, Eddie
Henderson, and Lewis Nash. Up to the present, Gonjo released 7 albums as leader, titled “GINGERBREAD
BOYS”, ”Tomorrow is comin’”, “PENTAGON”, ”TURNING POINT”, “LIVE!! ”, “JUST IN TIME”, “GROOVE
MERCHANT” and “ICHTYOLOGY”. Gonjo also recorded as sideman for more than 10 albums. As producer, Gonjo
produced 10 times regularly events to show and connect many Jazz bands, which from Tokyo and west of Japan,
called “CHANGES” since 2010. As far as, Gonjo organized many Japan tours with musicians who from New York
and managed his own level “Open “E” Music”. Although, Gonjo moved to US in 2014, He is one of the most
remarkable Japanese bassist, who constantly tours in all of Japan and performs on some Jazz Festivals.
.

Takehiro Shimizu (jazz drummer)
Born in 1983 in Hyogo, Japan. His great passion for jazz music and drums began when he was 12 and quickly
grew up. In 1997, He won the first prize from the Student Jazz Festivals, held every year by Japan
Association for Jazz Education. After a few years he joined Hitomi Nishiyama trio. In 2005 he won the
Yokohama Jazz Promenade Competition with her trio and he also took the Senzoku Gakuin College of
Music Award. He Joined indigo jam unit, Japanese jam/jazz band in 2005. Takehiro currently plays and
endorses CANOPUS drums and Paiste cymbals.
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Guest artists from Japan (October 2019)
Hiroka Ashiki (singer/song writer)
As a singer song writer working out of Nagano Prefecture in Japan, Hiroka frequently performs at historical
sites and scenic spots throughout Japan, involving herself in projects that nationally and internationally
promote the beauty of Japan’s countryside and its local produce. To celebrate her 15th anniversary, she
launched two crowd-funding projects in 2018, culminating in the New York recording of her latest single
“Jump the World.” In her career, Hiroka has to date released five albums and two mini albums. She ran her
own daily “Uta-hime” (Song Princess) channel on Facebook that brought female singers together and
created a network of harmony. The broadcast ran for 365 days and ended in May 2019. In June of 2019,
Hiroka embarked on a drive tour of Japan on her own to promote “Jump the World.” She hopes to jump for
joy and make new friends on her journey.

Yuki Shinozuka (jazz singer/song writer)
Known as Japan’s “little Etta James,” a surprisingly powerful voice emanates from this diminutive diva.
Yuki became involved with music during her high school years when she developed an interest in Hip Hop,
R&B, Reggae, and Jazz. She went on to write her own songs and to date has appeared on stage hundreds
of times both inside and outside of Japan. In 2013 she released her first album, which was sold nationally.
Yuki’s first full album “She is My Friend” is currently available on iTunes and other main
streaming/download services. Since June 2019, a promotional photo has been on sale in major
convenience stores throughout Japan. She is currently working professionally as a singer in Tokyo.
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Planned agenda for the event on 6 October, 2019
#ActionNow SDGs Celebration 2019 - Music for SDGs
October 6, 2019, New York
We have the following draft agenda for the day:
I.
II.
III.

Setting and rehearsal (12:30 – 15:30)
Open the venue and welcome the visitors (15:30)
Performance (16:00 – 17:30)
Part 1 (30 mins):
①Building the society for all children to look forward to tomorrow (SDG1,3,4)
②Promoting diversity and inclusion (SDG10,17)

by Mack, Shiho, Mari and Jazz4SDGs Band
Part 2 (30 mins):
③ Supporting empowerment of women and world peace (SDG5,16)

by Hiroka, Yuki, Mack and Aya
Part 3 (30 mins):
④Protecting environment and preserving beautiful earth (SDG6,7,12-15)
⑤Creating disaster-resilient community (SDG11)

by Mack, Shiho, Mari and Jazz4SDGs Band
IV. Reception (17:30 – 18:30)
This event is for invitation only with priority given to contributors to the project (through Glocha).
It is intended to be a SDGs event rather than a music concert, and we intend to publicly advertise this
event via SNS, media etc. VIP seats may be to be reserved for some guests.
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A planned side event of UN High Level Political Forum 2020
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#ActionNow SDGs Celebration 2020 - Music for SDGs
July 2020, New York
We are planning a follow-up event in July 2020, back to back to the UN High Level Political Forum (HLPF), aiming
to enhance a public awareness on SDGs through a talk and music performance. The audience will again enjoy
an evening of Jazz musicals and be part of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the UN.
Key speakers are Eru Matsumoto (Grammy nominee cellist/visionary artist) and
Mack Okubo (global policy advisor/entertainer).
We invite again the same jazz band (Jazz4SDGs); Mari Morimoto (jazz singer/
composer), Nobuki Takamen (guitar), Rina Yamazaki (piano), Nagi Okamoto (tenor
sax), Yasushi Gonjo (base), Takehiro Shimizu (drums), and cover music all in jazz
from musicals corresponding to each SDG theme, in a unique collaboration with
Eru’s world-renowned cello performance.
Also invited are the following guest artists; Shihori (pop singer
songwriter/pianist/composer), Ayumi Ueda & Women of the World (singer/sound
healer) [tbc], and Kana Kamitsubo Markovic & Yagull (pianist/music therapist).
This event will also be produced by Mack Okubo
(project director) and Aya Takeuchi (assistant director)
and hosted by Glocha and IAAI as part of #ActionNow
initiative, which is supported by UNESCO and MOST,
and is expected to be funded by tax-deductible
contributions. We intend to report on this event to the
United Nations, as well as Japanese Government.

Participating speakers and artists (July 2020)
Eru Matsumoto (speaker/cellist/visionary artist)
Eru is a world leading and most versatile cellist and spokesperson of her generation. Eru’s major
performances include a recent solo debut with the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra performing the
music of legendary composer John Williams, collaboration with Adele, and Demi Lovato, for which
she received a Grammy Award nomination and a recent appearance as guest artist on Fox’s Good
Day LA. Eru is also performing on Genesis TV commercial spot currently airing nationally on
broadcast television including NFL Monday Night Football, and at AMC movie theaters. Eru was
accepted by the Julliard School in New York City at age 16 and is a member of Mensa, the
international high IQ society (top 2%). Eru is also known as a spokesperson of her generation,
recently giving a TEDx talk at the University of London, invited to give a keynote presentation at
Lawrence University and a lecture at Harvard University. Eru is also a musical director and
collaborator for STEAM at Harvard University. Eru is actively involved in charitable work such as
performing as a featured soloist for the Music for a Sustainable Planet, helping to create
awareness of global climate issues presented by the United Nations at Carnegie Hall, and has
performed as a guest soloist with the Shanghai Philharmonic Orchestra as a Foreign Friendship
Ambassador to premiere Chinese composer Peng-Peng Gong’s historical Rejuvenation Symphony.
Eru has performed with symphonies all over the world and is an honored recipient of a lifetime loan
to a world class 1835 Italian cello sponsored by the venerable Violin Assets in Germany.

Shihori (pop singer songwriter/pianist/composer)
Shihori is a NY-based prominent singer and music creator, who has a natural hearing loss in her left
ear, but a perfect pitch in her right ear and a heart shaking voice. Also promoting sustainable music
carrier. She composes and sings for movies, games, TV commercials and TV anime, including worldfamous anime, such as "FAIRY TAIL”. Dozens of her songs have made it into the Japanese hit chart,
and for 11 of them, SHIHORI has received Gold Disc Certification, having sold more than million CDs
total. She moved to NY in 2018, started her project titled as "Share the American Dream Project" in
order to empower people all over the world. She is performing in NY and Japan and also touring
conventions all over the America since 2019. She is also planning for her own musical which
describe cultural exchange between American man and Japanese woman, semi-fantasy story based
on the end of Edo era. Her 1st EP in US, "Angel in the Garden" came out in 2018, and 1st single
"Let me go" came out in August, 2019.
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Participating artists (July 2020)
Ayumi Ueda (singer/sound healer) & Women of the World
Born and raised in Tokyo. Ayumi is a singer-songwriter as well as certified Reiki practitioner and is
currently conducting her original sound healing treatment which combines crystal singing bowls and
mantra chanting. In 2018, she successfully completed a musical project "100 Voices, 1 Heart"
composing and recording powerful choral based music with vocalists from all around the world singing
“Wings to Fly” together to capture the essence of positive intention towards the harmonious world
that we envision to create. She is also the founder of a Boston-based award-winning international vocal
ensemble, Women of the World. Women of the World was formed to bring women musicians from
across the globe onto a common platform to collaborate and create through the sharing of music, to
explore and celebrate the differences in ideologies and cultural tenets that exist in the daily lives of
women all over the world. Through their work, Women of the World created a stir in the community,
receiving support from renowned artists such as Grammy-award winning maestro, Bobby McFerrin.
They went on to share the stage with African vocal icon, Angelique Kidjo, 2014 Harmony Sweepstakes
National champions, 2017 International Championship of A Cappella Open champions, Women of the
World has extensively toured North America, Asia and Europe. Women of the World continues to serve
as cultural ambassadors of peace and unity through music.

Kana Kamitsubo Markovic (pianist/music therapist) & Yagull
Kana is a pianist as well as a board-certified music therapist born in Kobe, Japan, Kana graduated Summa
Cum Laude. from Berklee College of Music in Boston, for which she was awarded many times throughout
the school years. In Japan, Kana graduated from Koyo Conservatory where she studied contemporary music
and jazz piano, and Osaka Music College where she studied classical piano. As a music therapist, Kana has
actively worked with children with special needs and recognized as a leading expertise in the field. Kana
has created her own method Musicreative™ and asked to give workshops, lectures, and presentations
nationally and internationally as well as to write articles about her approach. She is also a course author for
“Clinical Music Improvisation” class which is a Master’s degree curriculum in Music Therapy at Berklee
College of Music. In 2014, Kana and her husband, Sasha Markovic, opened a music school in New York,
called Hug Music. Hug Music has been serving over 200 students every week including individuals with
special needs. As a pianist, she has been performing with Sasha in an acoustic piano & guitar duo called,
Yagull. The work of Yagull has received numerous number of praise by diverse publications including Time
Out New York, Classical Music Magazine, Progression Magazine, and Acoustic Music.
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#ActionNow SDGs Celebration 2019 -2020 Music for SDGs
Hosted by Glocha @ New York on 6 October 2019 and July 2020
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Music for SDGs Project
Ayumi Ueda and “100 Voices 1 Heart” Project

Efma Insurance Summit 2019

Wings to Fly “翼をください（Tsubasa wo Kudasai)”

Music for SDGs lecture/concert on SDGs
Mack Okubo (project director)
Seika Itoh (musical actress/singer)
Women Orchestra
Shiori Abe (violin) & Mika Watanabe (piano)

You can watch this video at https://youtu.be/HyWuaDYkiwk

For more details, visit MusicForSDGs.com
or email Makoto Okubo (MusicForSDGs@gmail.com )
Follow us on: Music for SDGs Project

@musicforsdgs

(Photo: Vienna, Austria)

